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Inventory and Prospect 


Between the Lines was started 
just after Pearl Harbor, to meet 
the desperate need for truth as 
war’s hysteria and _ censorship 
closed down on the American mind. 
In spite of many barriers, Between 
The Lines quickly became estab- 
lished as a unique and much-needed 
information service. Our sources 
of information in political and dip- 
lomatic circles, in racial, labor 
groups and elsewhere exceeded our 
expectations in the authoritative 
and daring way that they enabled 
us to keep our readers in touch 
with significant trends. 

But to do the job we had con- 
tinuously to cut right through the 
popular tides of propaganda. And 
that is always hard, 

For instance, when the Moscow, 
Teheran and Yalta conferences 
were held and the official propa- 
ganda of Washington and London 
filled the air with paeans of praise 
announcing international agree- 
ments establishing lasting peace 
without secret pacts, we regret- 
fully reported that such statements 
were grossly exaggerated, that bit- 
ter divisions remained between the 
nations and that secret agreements 
were numerous. Many angry de- 
nunciations came our way, but our 
circulation kept growing! Today 
the whole world knows the truth 
about the secret agreements and 
the selfish divisions among the 
powers. 

Even before the conferences, 
when Russia was pinned against 
the Volga and the American press 
predicted Russia’s approaching col- 
lapse with a mixture of fear and 
glee—for although we should have 
to fight the Nazis alone, the threat 
of communism was about to be 
removed from the earth,—Between 
The Lines reported that Russia 
was just getting ready to fight, 
that huge fresh Russian armies 
were about to be hurled against 
the Nazis and that, instead of col- 
lapse, Russia would emerge the 
new dominant power of Europe 
and Asia, From some of our read- 
ers came the accusation that such 
talk was communistic. But our cir- 
culation kept growing! 

Then for over a year we re- 
ported that Churchill was betray- 
ing what the common Englishman 
really wanted out of the war, that 


(continued on last page) 


OHAMMEDANISM IS APPARENTLY BECOMING A 

WORLD FORCE. There are 300,000,000 Moslems in the world 

and, although there are many more Christians, authorities reply that 

at least 95 per cent of the Mohammedans practice their faith scrupu- 

lously. How do the members of your church compare with that per- 

centage? When you have thought out the answer, you will be looking 
at the problem of making the Christian church a world force. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


“JT ET AMERICA TACKLE RUSSIA.” The big issue behind the 

scenes now is the way Americans are being fooled in diplomatic 
strategy. It seems incredible that the American people do not realize 
how their interests are being betrayed by American representation in 
the U.N. Here is an outline of the situation: 

In Russia’s bad behavior, serious as those actions have been, not 
one Soviet misdeed has come within 5,000 miles of any vital American 
interest. Most Soviet belligerent or illegal behavior, in terms of U.N. 
pacts, has occurred within 500 miles of the Soviet and in spheres 
where British interests crowd against Soviet frontiers. Yet America— 
not Britain—has done all the loud talking and has made the war-like 
gestures at Russia. Why didn’t Britain make some noise and rattle 
swords with America solidly but quietly backing her? Why hasn’t 
America merely participated as one of the nations in conference instead 
of jumping in front as Russia’s most determined opponent? 

In heated moments during U.N. sessions on the Russo-Iran situa- 
tion, the American Secretary of State Byrnes and Wall Street’s Stet- 
tinius were constantly needled into action by the British delegation. 
Not one important statement was made by a British spokesman. Are 
Secretary Byrnes and Mr. Stettinius aware of this prostitution of 
America’s power and influence for outside interests? 

We do not know, but from all over the world word is drifting 
in that people everywhere are expecting war between the United States 
and Russia. And concerning this expectation the comment is always 
made, “The Americans must be crazy. Why do they want to fight 
Russia?” 

The fact is that the Americans aren’t crazy and they don’t want 
to fight Russia. But the American people are asleep, and they are 
being betrayed. Instead of being permitted to take a reasonable place 
among the United Nations, joining other states—as we should—in 
joint opposition to aggression, we are being thrust out alone into the 
open against Russia so that American blood and American money will 
be the bulwark defending dividends in oil, tin, rubber, shipping and 
other London-Wall Street monopolies. 

It is reasonable to believe now that Russia will seek to undermine 
Britain’s secretly-supported government in Iran, Iraq and other oil- 
rich puppet states. The only hope is that the United States government 
will succeed in its efforts to try to persuade the British to let Russia 
have oil concessions in these areas. 

This, however, does not settle the unsolved problem of Russian 
demands for access to the Indian Ocean through the Persian Gulf, nor 


(continued on next page) 


Religion in Europe 


Underlying the political and eco- 
nomic conflicts which are disturb- 
ing the whole world, lies the 
struggle of organized religion. For 
years Protestants have been a sup- 
pressed and persecuted minority 
throughout Catholic - dominated 
Europe. Roman Catholicism sup- 
pressed Protestantism in western 
Europe as did Greek Orthodox 
Catholicism in the east, 

But with the emergence of Rus- 
sia as a great power and the res- 
toration of the Orthodox Church 
in Russia after the Russian church 
itself had suffered years of sup- 
pression at the hands of the Soviet, 
a subtle but important change has 
been taking place. The Greek 
Orthodox Church of eastern Eu- 
rope and Russia, considering the 
Roman Church its mortal foe, has 
been departing from its long stand- 
ing antagonism toward Protestant- 
ism and has been quietly seeking 
to join forces with growing Prot- 
estant movements throughout Eur- 
ope. 

In Russia itself a whole new pat- 
tern of inter-faith religious fel- 
lowship is being established. Not 
only has the persecution of reli- 
gion by the Soviet quite generally 
ceased, but the intolerance of free 
evangelical faiths by Russian Or- 
thodoxy has given way in many 
areas to a new spirit of coopera- 
tion and spiritual brotherhood. 
There is no reason to believe that 
this is due to any change of heart 
upon the part of Soviet leaders. 
Stalin, Molotov, Kalinin and other 
Soviet officials, long known as 
atheists and enemies of religion, 
have given the world no statement 
of faith or of conversion. And since 
they have sent thousands of Christ- 
ians to their deaths, the Christian 
world should continue to look with 
cautious eye upon any gesture 
toward religion made by these men. 
The safest deduction to make is 
that they are practical politicians 
who were nurtured in the atheistic 
dialectic materialism of Karl Marx 
but who have seen their atheistic 
theories nullified by the instinctive 
spiritual faith of the Russian peo- 
ple,—for no one can deny that the 
Russians are among the most nat- 
urally spiritually-minded peoples 
on earth. 

So we have the resurgence of 
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Religion in Europe 
(continued) 


religion in Russia, the restoration 
of the great Orthodox Church and 
the combined forces of world Prot- 
estantism and Greek Orthodoxy 
slowly but quietly uniting forces 
to oppose the vigorous political 
policies of Roman Catholicism. Will 
the trend continue and divide the 
world spiritually? The influence of 
such a trend has enormous politi- 
cal implications. 


Religious War in Java 

Fanatical Moslem leaders in 
Java have been using the National- 
ist cause as a blind for the perse- 
cution of Christians. Before the 
British and Dutch arrived, moder- 
ate elements in the Javanese Na- 
tionalist movement had been able 
to hold the Moslem extremists in 
check, although all along Moslem 
hatred for the Christians had en- 
tered into the picture. But with the 
coming of widespread violence, per- 
secution and assassination of Chris- 
tian leaders, both Dutch and na- 
tive, occurred on a large scale. 

On the other hand, using this 
situation as a shield, British and 
Dutch imperial forces began their 
own reconquest of Java by armed 
power to overthrow all traces of 
the nationalist independence move- 
ment. As is so often the case, thou- 
sands of innocent Christians, native 
and European, have suffered be- 
cause of the extremists on both 
sides, 


Worship in Germany 


Word from those who have vis- 
ited the churches of Germany late- 
ly unite in the report that the 
churches are crowded at all ser- 
vices, in spite of the intense cold. 
There is no heat for the worship- 
ers, church roofs are partly off 
and most windows are broken. In 
many instances a large portion of 
the audiences is made up of young 
people. 


Memorial 

A magnificent Christian spirit 
has been demonstrated by the 
people of the Syracuse, Missouri, 
Baptist Church. They have set 
about to send and support a mis- 
sionary to Japan as a memorial 
to a boy of the congregation killed 
in the war with Japan, 

“Our church and our community 
considers this project as the most 
appropriate memoria] to al] of the 
Syracuse men who lost their lives 
in this war,” said the young pas- 
tor. “This is to be the community 
memorial for World War II.” 

What a great and living mem- 
orial! General MacArthur has 
praised the project highly. 


Clergy on Picket Lines 


Little has been reported in press 
or radio about it, but in many 
strike areas clergymen of various 
faiths have joined the picket 
lines, In Chicago; Detroit; Boston; 
Bridgeport, Connecticut; Daven- 
port, Iowa; and elsewhere, minis- 
terial support of strikers has be- 
come a conspicuous new develop- 
ment in the relationship of the 
church to the worker and labor 
problem. 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


does it ease the issue of control of the Dardanelles. Russia will not 
continue to accept the domination of the Dardanelles by the British 
through the Turkish and French governments, 


OMING CRISIS. The Russo-British struggle will continue to dis 
turb the vast areas where Soviet and British interests clash. For 
instance, Mohammedans of different nationalities—Indians, Chinese, 
Russians—maintain an international solidarity. This fact plays an 
important part in the tug-of-war taking place between Russia and 
Britain and explains some of the problems now existing in China 
and India. 

The Moslem demand in India for independence from the rest of 
India, and Moscow’s coming demand for sole trusteeship over Tripoli 
whose inhabitants are overwhelmingly Mohammedan, are better un- 
derstood when viewed in the light of this religious factor. 

The big point is that 160 million Moslems of Russia, China and 
India live in adjoining and closely related areas. If Russia can pull 
these powerful and often fanatical masses into a homogenous bloc of 
united power linked to Soviet policy, it will be a fatal knife through 
the already failing heart of British imperialism. The British have 
used the Moslem world for exploitation. The Russians have placed 
many Soviet Moslems in important positions in the Moscow govern- 
ment and are using them as kinsmen and in what seems to the Mos- 
lems in Russia and outside of the Soviet as a common program of 
Asiatic Mohammedan advancement. 


OMB RUSSIA? While we do not believe that there is any real 

danger of war with Russia, did you know that talk about fighting 

Russia now has been vigorously and seriously discussed recently in 
high circles in Washington and Wall Street? 

“Let’s use the atom bomb on them while we still have the edge,” 
has been a forced whisper spread out over the country from these 
sources. American military circles are seriously stating that if Russia 
touches the Dardanelles, we will start dropping bombs. 

Even before American boys are all home, before the bodies of 
thousands who died have been returned to their native soil, a small 
but extremely powerful group right in our own government, in our 
own State Department, in our financial and industrial citadels of con- 
trol are deliberately and successfully maneuvering to see to it that all 
Russian action which touches any of the world monopoly interests in 
oil, tin, rubber or shipping shall be twisted to appear as deadly thrusts 
at vital American security. 

Yet, we repeat, none of the Russian moves has come within 5,000 
miles of any really vital American areas. 


quae PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. In support of the above reve- 

lations, it is being officially but quietly reported in Washington 
that the American, British and Russian delegates charged with drawing 
up the peace treaties have agreed upon strict secrecy when the peace 
conference convenes in May in Paris. The decision to bar the press 
and public from decisions involving the fate of colonies and tens of 
millions of people over the earth is flat evidence of the fact that the 
men who are in control of the plans are afraid of public opinion. In 
these back rooms of secret deals and shady diplomacy are born the 
maneuvers which eventually can bring war. 


8 bead MOVEMENTS. Contrary to official propaganda here which 

is keeping Americans blind, nine-tenths of the rest of the world 
believe that British troops supervising elections in Greece, British and 
Dutch troops all over southwest Asia and French troops in Lebanon 
and Indo-China are no different than were Russian troops in Iran and 
Manchuria,—except that the Russian troops were much nearer home. 
The world doesn’t believe that it is right or just for Russian troops 
openly or secretly to control other areas, but it thinks British, Dutch 
and French troops have been out of line, too. 

Yet the American people, fooled and misdirected by the powerful 
interests, inside and outside our government, which control our news 
sources, don’t even know what the rest of the world is thinking. 

It is apparent to any informed observer that the squeeze is being 
put on at the sources of news, Hearst’s INS is hysterically anti-Russian, 
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Franco Supported? 


The United States and France 
are prepared to bring the final 
pressure to oust Franco, but Brit- 
ain holds back and is now believed 
to be supporting Franco secretly 
for fear that a revolution in Spain 
might go far to the left. Very little 
is being reported in the press about 
it, but France is also swinging to 
the left much more than the world 
realizes, 

Furthermore, London is bringing 
strong pressure to bear on Wash- 
ington not to let the American oc- 
cupation forces in Germany be- 
come any smaller. The British are 
fearful that, when American occu- 
pation troops are withdrawn, most 
of Europe will go socialist and 
some large areas will go commu- 
nist in spite of all that London can 
do. The Labor government in Lon- 
don is socialist, but is a very mod- 
erate form of socialism compared 
to the socialism which is slowly 
gripping the controls of France 
and other continental countries. 


Catechism 


Cc. L. Sulzberger of the New 
York Times, reports that a new 
Catholic catechism is being widely 
circulated by the Catholic Church 
in Spain and has been made re- 
quired reading in all state schools. 
This catechism denounces freedom 
of the press, freedom of conscience, 
freedom of worship and even free- 
dom of assembly and instruction 
as pernicious and sinful, The docu- 
ment stems from an old Jesuit 
manual of instruction. 

The New York newswriter re- 
ports: “Teachings of this manual 
are, of course, entirely incompat- 
ible with even the broadest out- 
lines of the Atlantic Charter, 
which would necessarily be regard- 
ed as sinful doctrine therein, Fur- 
thermore it would seem to be out 
of line with many recent Vatican 
pronouncements. 

“Thus, for example among the 
principal errors most damaging to 
Catholic souls, Nazism is not list- 
ed, although one does find the 
following included: Liberalism, 
Materialism, Darwinism, Atheism, 
Protestantism, Socialism, Com- 
munism and Freemasonry.” 


Negro Catholics 

The Catholic churches of Amer- 
ica abolished racial segregation 
three years ago, a fact that has 
not become generally known. Now 
the official Protestant bodies are 
being compelled to face this issue. 
Some of the conservative Southern 
Protestant leaders are calling the 
move communistic! (Are they try- 
ing to prove that Jesus was a 
communist?) 

Nevertheless a strong tide of feel- 
ing is growing even in the South 
among younger pastors to end “jim 
crowism” in all American Protest- 
ant churches, Catholic leaders re- 
port that not one instance of Ne- 
groes crowding in or in anyway 
abusing their new privilege has 
been reported. “Little groups of 
colored worshippers occasionally 
visit white parishes in a spirit of 
quiet, prayerful reverence that 
really sets an example to others,” 
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Negro Catholics 


(continued) 
was the universal report from par- 
ishes where white and colored ra- 
cial groups lived near each other. 

It is urged by Catholic leaders 
that as long as suitable Negro 
parishes are provided, there will 
never be a problem of “indiscrim- 
inate mixing,” especially in a way 
that would create any social dan- 
gers for either race. 

‘It is to establish in reality our 
brotherhood in Christ that we 
must take this step. Both races, 
the blood and culture for which 
each stands, will be safer in Christ- 
ian fellowship than in the present 
pagan animosities,” a prominent 
Southern Protestant adds. 


Hooded Brotherhood 


The Ku Klux Klan is reappear- 
ing in the South, In several South- 
ern communities “fiery crosses” 
have been burned recently as as- 
sembled klansmen filled the sur- 
rounding field. Southern editors 
are attributing the Klan’s reincar- 
nation to the influx of radical 
labor agitators and organizers who 
have come into heretofore unor- 
ganized industrial areas. 

The increasing restlessness of 
the Negro population is also a fac- 
tor. Thousands of Negro workers 
have lost war jobs and have been 
slowly shifting back to low-pay, 
menial, pre-war jobs — when jobs 
can be found at all. This, plus the 
return of Negro veterans, is gradu- 
ally increasing racial and labor- 
management tensions in the South. 


Health Plans 


After years of fighting every 
form of proposed progress in pri- 
vate medical practice as related to 
public health, the American Medi- 
cal Association has finally an- 
nounced its own plan for prepaid 
voluntary sickness insurance pro- 
tection. 

For twenty-five years the AMA 
has called everyone a communist 
who dared propose such a plan. It 
is of course readily understood 
that the AMA voluntary plan is 
aimed to head off the government- 
sponsored compulsory system now 
being advocated by President Tru- 
man and most public health auth- 
orities. Watch the development and 
details of these proposed plans. In 
them is the fulfillment of a new 
health pattern for America. 


Medicinal Discovery 


The scientist, Dr. Selman A. 
Waksman, who has discovered a 
new miracle drug, which is con- 
sidered a key to curing tubercu- 
losis and other diseases still re- 
sisting penicillin, has denounced 
any intent to profit from his dis- 
covery. In contrast to efforts fre- 
quently made by commercial in- 
terests to “corner” new remedies, 
Dr, Waksman, who has been work- 
ing in Rutgers University labora- 
tories, has insisted upon as wide 
and economical distribution of his 
discovery as possible. 

“Money?” he asked. “And why 
should I try to make money from 
it?” 


Easter Dawn 1946 








Where will the spirit of the risen Lord be found this Easter morn? 
Will His presence be found only in the crowded churches resplendent with 
flowers and finery? Reflect upon His compassion and love for the young, 
for the betrayed, for the suffering, and you will know He will also walk 
softly and gently through the rows of white crosses that stand in lonely 
battalions across the seas. In tender love and understanding He will hover 
over these quiet resting places because He too knew what it meant to die 
young, alone and violently. He also knew what it meant to die innocently, 
—for the sins of others. And He will be whispering where ere He walks, 
“Because I live, ye shall live also.” 





X-Ray and Forecast (cossissed) 


and the AP and UP are in themselves great monopolies similar to 
those usually inseparably tied to other great business and financial 
blocs of power. In the radio field the major broadcasting corpora- 
tions are bound down by the fact that three-fourths of their advertis- 
ing comes from a handful of giant corporations. 


A= IC MANEUVERS. The American people have known that 

one of our greatest air carriers and a small fleet of United States 
war vessels have been carrying out experimental maneuvers in the 
Arctic seas. While we seem to remain oblivious of the implications 
of these actions, the rest of the world, including even the London 
press, freely interprets the maneuvers as a move in preparation for 
war with Russia. Who else would we be planning to fight—the 
Eskimos? 


re STORAGE. Washington official circles. whisper that the United 
States has 1500 atom bombs stored away. 


spas SERVICES. The Russian spy scare has been played up for 

all it is worth by American military and political leadership to 
influence the American people to turn the atom bomb over to complete 
military control and to giving full support to universal military con- 
scription. Insiders say, however, that neither of these objectives will 
be accomplished. 

And it may help to know that we, like all other nations, have as 
many spies in Russia and everywhere else as we can funnel across the 
border. Haven’t you heard that we are reorganizing our “military 
intelligence and foreign information services” into a shiny new bureau 
under single command, uniting all the various old departments on 
“intelligence” from the Army, Navy and strategic scrvices. And you 
may be sure that those boys operating all over the earth haven’t been 


sent out to sell lace curtains! (continued on next page) 


Reuther 


The election of Walter Reuther 
to the presidency of the United 
Auto Workers’ Union (CIO), one 
of America’s most powerful labor 
bodies, has considerable long- 
range importance. Reuther is an 
outspoken socialist. That does not 
mean he is communistic, for in 
reality he has been fighting com- 
munistic elements within his own 
ranks for several years. But it is 
well known that Reuther believes 
in government contro] and owner- 
ship of banking, of national fuel 
and power resources, of absolute 
government control of major in- 
dustries and in other doctrines 
associated with the socialist poli- 
tical economy. He is a tough, smart 
and able leader. 


Aluminum 


After long years of monopolistic 
control of aluminum, the Alumi- 
num Corporation of America (Al- 
coa) has given ground to competi- 
tion. Constant pressure by the Fed- 
eral government’s anti-trust suits 
resulted in the yielding of patent 
rights to other concerns which are 
now entering the field. Reynolds 
Metal and the Kaiser Corporation 
are two of the largest new pro- 
ducers, 


Free Euterpriser 


Believe it or not, a new admira- 
tion for tough old John L, Lewis is 
beginning to spring up in a large 
way in big business circles. John 
L. is an ardent “free enterpriser,” 
has no use for government bu- 
reaucracy and believes in the profit 
system undiluted, both for capital 
and labor. 

“Each should get all he can,” 
declares the miners’ chief. The 
only business leaders who do not 
share the new enthusiasm are the 
coal mine owners who are con- 
fronted with John L. every year or 


India 


Long seething India may explode 
if the London Labor government’s 
commission does not succeed in 
solving the problem of independ- 
ence for that unhappy continent. 

Indian hatred for all things Brit- 
ish and western has mounted to 
climactic heights; the threat of 
famine will be a harrowing reality 
by July and a general break-down 
of British rule, with all the chaos 
and suffering such disorder wil] in- 
cur, is expected by August. 

The British at last know that 
they are through; they want to 
leave India, but they also want to 
retain control of their investments 
and their over-all strategic empire 
life line through the Indian Ocean 
area. They want to withdraw in a 
constitutional, orderly, face saving 
way for the sake of their other 
holdings in Asia. The unprejudiced 
informed observer, however, feels 
that they have muddled too long. 

On the other hand, those who 
believe that India will blossom 
forth in new prosperity and well 
being when Britain leaves will 
likely be disappointed. Great politi- 
cal conflicts ending in actual civil 
war between Moslems and Hindus 
are very possible. India like China, 
is caught in the torment of rebirth. 











Inventory and Prospect 
(continued) 


his whole imperialistic policy was 
out of date and dangerous to peace. 
We also forecast that, as Churchill 
openly flouted the Atlantic Char- 
ter and a weakened Britain re- 
fused to lead out with America 
into a new day of sharing, the way 
would be opened for realistic Rus- 
sian expansion. All moral pressure 
against aggression would be gone. 
And you should have seen the let- 
ters we got from certain quarters 
then , until Churchill was 
bounced out! Folks at last discov- 
ered the new Britain slowly emerg- 
ing from the old—although too 
slowly to bring in the era of shar- 
ing the world longs for. 

When the Potsdam pact was es- 
tablished and politically exploited 
in the usual way, our readers 
learned that to a dangerous extent 
Potsdam was an unchristian plan 
which would bring only hunger and 
confusion. Today, nearly a year 
later, the whole world admits the 
failure of Potsdam and faces grow- 
ing famine and chaos al] over Eu- 
rope. 

Last autumn, soon after V-J 
day, Between The Lines passed on 
to its readers information about 
the great strikes that were brew- 
ing and predicted that a general 
wage rise would have to come to 
sustain progress in our economic 
system, Also we forecast that gov- 
ernment controls would have to be 
maintained on money and goods in 
spite of powerful business resis- 
tance and the obvious weaknesses 
and abuses of these controls; and 
that strong government action 
would have to come on the hous- 
ing problems to offset the block- 
ade of “business as usual” groups 
with full recognition of the in- 
evitable threats in all forms of 
government interference. 

All of these trends have now 
been fulfilled, but each of our fore- 
casts of course brought upon us 
the accusation of “socialist,” “left- 
winger.” What is still more reveal- 
ing, from the real “left-wingers” 
or radicals came condemnation that 
we didn’t go far enough and were 
“reactionary,” or “obstructionists!” 
All of which we really didn’t mind, 
for our subscription list kept grow- 
ing! 

There have been many other is- 
sues that have passed through 
these pages. Also Between The 
Lines has been mistaken—which 
we readily admit. But in the task 
of keeping the Christian layman 
informed of the main facts and in- 
side trends, the record stands clear 
indeed. 

To do the job now in peace-time, 
when social and economic issues 
will be even more sharply drawn 
than ever, Between The Lines, to 
follow the sensitive line of unfold- 
ing truth, must remain unpreju- 
diced and impartial. We believe 
capitalism and democracy to be 
the best way of life that man has 
ever known, but we believe that 
both have fallen heir to inevitable 
human weaknesses which are forc- 
ing upon the order of our days vast 
and deep changes. The only way 
capitalism and democracy can be 
preserved is to recognize these 


(Continued in the third column) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (contisxed) 


RULE FOR RUSSIA, State Department officials generally believe 

that a great struggle for power is now going on behind the scenes 
in Moscow. Stalin, while still active, is slowly relinquishing his con- 
trols. The Army and the political bureaucrats who are linked to the 
all powerful NVDK (secret police) are fighting for control. 


MSUs= OF FOOD. A shocking and distressing fact which is be- 

ing generally suppressed is that Britain and Russia have both 
been guilty of using UNRRA food relief for political purposes except 
that, in spite of the diplomatic niceties for a cover-up, the British 
have been more successful in this wide form of cruelty than the 
Russians. 

The British have had access to much greater quantities of food for 
distribution. In Greece, France and Italy food has been tied to politics 
instead of to justice and need. And, of course, it was nearly all Ameri- 
can produced food. 


ATIONALIZED COTTON. The first real blow to American 

business as a result of the London Labor government’s nationali- 
zation of England’s economic life has fallen, The London government 
announced its decision not to reopen the British Cotton Exchange 
which was closed during the war. The Cotton Exchange, like most 
gtain and stock exchanges, was to a great degree a gambling institu- 
tion, with the buying and selling geared to profit-taking rather than 
to the efficient distribution of cotton. 

The London government will continue to do the buying, as in 
wartime, in the interests of British cotton goods manufacturers and 
consumers and the general national welfare. How cotton traders will 
be able to adjust their business practices to this first instance of large- 
scale, nationally controlled peace-time buying will be a significant 
development to watch, for many other such adjustments will have 
to be made in the future as socialist controls become increasingly 
operative. 


OMMUNISM AND THE UNIONS. The communists in America 

are reacting violently to the rapidly growing anti-Russian bloc and 

are operating on a new line of action which also will work against the 

general public good. The communists are going underground again. 

The days of their chance openly to support Russia as an ally are past. 

They now plan to infiltrate labor unions, racial minorities and de- 
pressed classes, the universities and metropolitan schools. 

Only a few labor unions have really come under communist dom- 
ination and those are chiefly in the CIO. But now, giving up the hope 
of gaining more influence in the open union organizations, commu- 
nists will burrow into union activities to promote divisions, conflicts 
and discord. 

Their influence has already been felt in numerous strikes. They 
have had little to do with the promotion of strikes, for as we pointed 
out the communistic influence in union policy actually is very small. 
But to stir up violence in the strikes, to split the unions into warring 
factions has become a communist specialty. Communist influence is 
also becoming active among disgruntled Negroes and especially with 
Negro veteran groups. 

After a few years of following an open policy of collaboration 
with capitalism to help win the war with Russia, American communists 
are returning to the old theme of world revolution through world 
chaos and revolt. 

Why doesn’t our government, instead of letting some of its de- 
partments become stooges for outside influence in a diplomatic war 
against Russia on issues 10,000 miles away, so conduct itself that we 
could put the heat on Moscow and say, “Look how your communists, 
are misbehaving themselves here! Is that the way to treat a friend?” 
But with our warlike behavior against Russia in diplomatic relation- 
ships over issues not our own and in areas of no strategic importance 
to us, Russia justifiably classifies us as a potential enemy state and 
conducts her dealings with us in that light. 


(Ceara. It is now an accepted fact that universal military 

training will not come this year. Members of congressional mili- 
tary committees state that the bill will not even come up for a vote 
until after the new Congress convenes next January. The plain fact is 
that this is election year and Congressmen are afraid of the conscrip- 
tion issue. 


Inventory and Prospect 
(continued) 


weaknesses and be watchful of 
these changes that we may guide 
and shape them with the influence 
of Christian thought. 

Between The Lines thus can be 
an agency of Christian progress 
by helping the busy layman become 
aware of the tides of things that 
he has not had the time or oppor- 
tunity to follow. But that layman, 
to serve the kingdom of Christian 
thought, must join Between The 
Lines in freedom from selfish pref- 
erences and attachments of preju- 
dice, The sad thing is that many 
Christian minds cannot meet this 
requirement. 

Readers frequently urge us to 
put on a big subscription cam- 
paign. But you see we can’t do 
that. Our subscribers are a select 
people. They have to be “discov- 
ered,” or Between the Lines has 
to be discovered by them—as scores 
have every month. 

Thus, in the light of past experi- 
ences and as we swing out into the 
full tide of a new era, we want to 
help our many new readers feel 
more clearly the inner purpose of 
Between The Lines and to renew 
in a larger way among our regu- 
lar subscribers the sense of fel- 
lowship which Between The Lines 
creates—a fellowship of truth! 


Inventions for War 


It has been disclosed recently in 
Washington that some 130 German 
scientists and technicians have 
been put to work in this country 
on secret military projects, and 
that 140 more wil] soon arrive. 
They are at work on rocket equip- 
ment, robot bombs and similar 
weapons, 


Russian Rule 


An important change is reported 
to be taking place in the Soviet- 
dominated portion of Germany. 
After Potsdam, the Russians al- 
lowed three or four political par- 
ties to develop. The communist 
group received some favors, but 
no definite barriers were lifted 
against other groups, such as the 
Social Democrats who are very 
anti- communist, and the Liberal 
Democrats who are moderates. 

Disturbing word from reliable 
sources has reached Washington 
indicating that Russian policy is 
changing, By late spring we may 
hear of a fusion of all parties un- 
der the domination of the com- 
munist party, which is strictly a 
German workers’ party. This will 
create a situation that will further 
sharpen the division between Brit- 
ish, American and Russian inter- 
ests in Europe. 


Trotsky on Stalin 


A book on modern Russian his- 
tory by Trotsky, long a revolu- 
tionary opponent of Stalin, is to 
be published soon. It was withheld 
from the public by government 
pressure for five years. The volume 
will contain much material on the 
life and work of Stalin during the 
years when Trotsky was associated 
with him, and its publication was 
suppressed for fear that it would 
offend Stalin. 





